BELONGING IN COMMUNITY By Jan Locher 

OPENING WORDS 

From Rev. John Buehrens, UUA President 1993-2001: 

To be human is to be religious. To be religious is to make connections. To lead a meaningful life among the many competing forces of the 21 st century, each of us need support in making meaningful re-connection to the best of our global heritage, the best in each other and the best in ourselves. 

CHALICE LIGHTING 

Checking In 

Topic: Belonging in Community 

We have always united more on the basis of what Channing called "practical religion" rather than we have on any particular metaphysic or doctrine. By practical we mean supporting one another in our spiritual and ethical living, attempting to bear witness to our highest values in our everyday lives, and in that way having an influence on community life. 

Suggested discussion questions to consider: 

What connections do you seek in being a part of this community? 

Tell about your commitments in being a member of the church community? 

How have you been supported in your spiritual and ethical living? What disappointments have you had in this community? How have you reacted to them? 

Checking Out 

Closing Words: 

Sometimes our light goes out but is blown into flame by an encounter with another human being. Each of us owes the deepest thanks to those who have rekindled this inner light. Dr. Albert Schweitzer 

