BELONGING IN COMMUNITY By Jan Locher/J.D. Thompson 

OPENING WORDS 

From Rev. John Buehrens, UUA President 1993-2001: 

To be human is to be religious. To be religious is to make connections. To lead a meaningful life among the many competing forces of the 21 st century, each of us need support in making meaningful re-connection to the best of our global heritage, the best in each other and the best in ourselves. 

CHALICE LIGHTING 

Checking In 

Topic: Belonging in Community 

We have always united more on the basis of what Channing called "practical religion" rather than we have on any particular metaphysic or doctrine. By practical we mean supporting one another in our spiritual and ethical living, attempting to bear witness to our highest values in our everyday lives, and in that way having an influence on community life. 

Suggested discussion questions to consider: 

What kind of community do you want for your home (family)?  Why?  How?

What kind of community do you want our congregation to provide?  Why? How?

Checking Out 

Closing Words: 
If you were all alone in the universe with no one to talk to, no one with which to share the beauty of the stars, to laugh with, to touch, what would be your purpose in life? It is other life, it is love, which gives your life meaning. This is harmony. We must discover the joy of each other, the joy of challenge, the joy of growth.  -Mitsugi Saotome

The love of our neighbor in all its fullness simply means being able to say, "What are you going through?"  -Simone Weil

We don't accomplish anything in this world alone ... and whatever happens is the result of the whole tapestry of one's life and all the weavings of individual threads from one to another that creates something.  -Sandra Day O’Connor

We are all longing to go home to some place we have never been — a place half-remembered and half-envisioned we can only catch glimpses of from time to time. Community. Somewhere, there are people to whom we can speak with passion without having the words catch in our throats. Somewhere a circle of hands will open to receive us, eyes will light up as we enter, voices will celebrate with us whenever we come into our own power. Community means strength that joins our strength to do the work that needs to be done. Arms to hold us when we falter. A circle of healing. A circle of friends. Someplace where we can be free.  -Starhawk
Sometimes our light goes out but is blown into flame by an encounter with another human being. Each of us owes the deepest thanks to those who have rekindled this inner light. 

-Dr. Albert Schweitzer 

