Topic: Covenant 

Chalice lighting/some moments of silence 

 Check-in 

Readings 

“We must be knit together in this work as one ... , we must entertain each other in brotherly affection, ... we must delight in each other, make others' conditions our own, rejoice together, mourn together, labor and suffer together, always having before our eyes our Commission and Community in the work. " 

John Winthrop, Puritan governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, 1630 

"Human beings, individually and collectively, become human by making commitments, by making promises, the human being as such, as Martin Buber says, is the promise-making, promise-keeping, promise-breaking, promise-renewing creature. The human being is the promise-maker, the commitment maker." 

James Luther Adams, UU theologian in From Cage to Covenant 

Discussion (read silently together) 

We call our groups T.I.E, groups at least partly to get away from the sound of "Covenant Groups". Yet, our seven principles start out with "We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote ... " 

It is suggested in this session that we discuss this topic without any foregone conclusion that we must come up with something we call a covenant. Rather, we can allow our discussion to be a 

__ process to examine what we as individual human beings choose to stand for in our relationship with other human beings and the earth and what we as members of UUCSR stand for. Maybe, even, there is an agreement of purpose that we all might want to affirm in our being together, something deeper than just a discussion group. We might see this as some kind of metaphor for a deep commitment that all humans may be called to embrace, one that might somehow transcend the seemingly narrow confines of the religions of our ancestors  -or not. 

What questions, insights, or comments does this topic evoke for you? 

Check-out (Likes and wishes) 

Closing Reading 

"One more thing - 

May we always be mindful of our historical affirmations: 

That the cup of abundant life is to be denied no one; That unity in loving is preferable to unity in belief; And that our ancestors went to their deaths in fire 

rather than deny another's right to truth. 

Ours is a faith for all who trust themselves and each other, 

The cosmos in which we live, and the nameless unknown beyond all."  - adapted, Mark Belletini 

(quotes in part borrowed from Rev. Don Cameron's address, 10/8/06 at First Unitarian Church of Providence ) 

