TIE GROUP AGENDA

TOPIC: GIVING
J.D. Thompson, UUCSR

CHALICE LIGHTING AND CENTERING:

CHECK-IN:  (40 minutes)

OPENING WORDS:

“Each of us has a ministry and we have a ministry together.  More importantly, I truly believe that each of us needs to find that ministry and act upon it in order to be whole.  We usually think of our needs in terms of things we want to receive from others- nurture, respect, understanding, love, support. Yet we also need to give.

I want to be clear.  We don’t just ‘want’ to give of ourselves.  We need to give of ourselves.  One of the great lessons of all religious traditions is that we only find ourselves when we lose ourselves in service to something that transcends us.

We think of people coming to a congregation because of their spiritual needs.  True enough. Yet one of the greatest needs people bring is a need to give of themselves.


If this movement we love is going to thrive, we absolutely must help all our people find their ministries.  This is not about doing something out of a grim sense of duty.  This is about helping each other get in touch with what we truly love, what truly moves us.


What moves you?  I mean what really touches you at the very core of your being?  . . . . . What do you need to give?”


Excerpted from Peter Morales, President, UUA, 2009-

FOCUS QUESTIONS: (40-50 minutes)  What and Why?

1) What does your core being drive you to give?

2) How is your giving consistent with the UU’s 7 principles?

CHECK-OUT:

CLOSING WORDS:


“Imagine your congregation where the love, idealism, passion, and energy of its people are unleashed!  Imagine your congregation helping all its people join together to organize and direct their shared passions.  Imagine our entire movement when all this wonderful energy is unleashed. . . . Give yourself away.”  Peter Morales

The Unitarian Universalist Principles

The inherent worth and dignity of every person

Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations

Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations

A free and responsible search for truth and meaning

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large

The goal of a world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all

Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part

